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CHIN). -- Members of the Cecond Battalion, 475th Infentry Reg-
iment, went through one .f the moat poiguant and yet common Army
experiences -- that of partiig vith friands -- when they held a
farewell banguet and perty near here befor: the outfit underwent
finel in-activation,

Severel hundred former members of the famed kiars Task Force
gathered for the event with cooks of headquarters Conpany acting as
hosts and setting out a meal of mammoth propertions. An orchestra
was on hand to provide the proper stmosphere for the sutdoor setting.

Two compenies, Hesdquarters and "E", were present almost enmasse
but only scattered representation was available from Companies "Fn
and "G" which were still in the field,

The story of the Second Battalion may be setd to-have begun June
1, 1944, when just over a thousand men elambercd down from transport
plenes at the Lyitkyina, Burma, airstrip -- wide-eyed and a little
aspprehensive as to what might lie aheed.

4 hodge-podge of rookies who had left the Urited States only
little more than a month previously, the men inciuded lilitaery Police,
Quartermaster troops, Artillerymen and Infantrymen,

—ZThe— : " reya 4 3 uded the
respected Japanese Imperial larines wee underwsy when the men of
the Second Battalion arrived and went immedistely into the front lines,
During the next 42 days the never-relenting enemity of the mensoons
beceme more feared than the Japs could ever hope to be and the bettelion
learned to battle climate, diseese and jurgles at the same time it was
profiting from combet's bitter l.ssous.

Lkyitkyina was procleimed to have fallen officially on August 3rd
but moppirg up operstions sgeinst enipers continued until the Tth,

Un the following day the tattered bettalion began a move to a rest
area, one they hed to construct by their own hands upon arrival,

Extensive training followed with the outfit reorganized to bec&e
& part of the newly formed 475th Infantry Reginent. The battslion
was built up to strength, largely by replacemsntsy shipped overceas
immediately after finishing basic treining in the cavalry, °

low knovn as the "lers Task Torce® end given a secret mission to
perforn ggvinst the enemy to the south, the Sccond Sattelion took to
the treil on November 15 end set out towerd Bhame, Burms. Eeavy wega-
pons, ammunition and ell kinds of supplies were packed on mules. The
cattalion was equipped to travel through rough meuntsinous end jungle
terrain completely independent of any kind of vehicle. Each man car-
ried four deys' supply of rutions in & pack that everaged 50 to 70
pounds, Deys of weery marching followed until the roed beceme a mers
treil and the treil a path, wand:ring through jurgles and over mount-
81ns, Bhamo was by-pessed and by December the betteiion with other
regimentel units, was far behind enery lines and a good two. hundred
wiles from lyitk;ina, Then it was learned that the Burmese village
of Tenkwa w=3 -battalion's immediste objective. Chinese troops
were holding the villsge end the American troops noved in to relieve
them only a few days after the town wes wrested from the Japenese,

Before the battelion wes properly dug in the Japs launched a
vicious counter-attack to give the Aiericens their first taste of com-
bat, For rore than e week, the Japenese tried vein daily dawn ettecks
and continued artillery shelling for eleven days before they gave up
and pulled out. Left behind were 250 dead Japs.



The fighting ended just before Christmes snd on Christmas Lve
of 1944 packcges and mail begen to arrive via perachute drop. The
first day of the new year, however, saw the Sccond Bettalion stert-
irg down the treil egein -- toward the esst and more Japs.

Provisioned and supplied by eirplanec drops on an eversge of
every four deys, the unit pushed on., Burmese natives told guides
Jap patrols visited them occesionally but no enemy forces were en-
countsred until the battelion made its rendevous neer the Burme Rosd
with other units of the Regiment and with the 124th Cavelry, which
was included in the hrrs Taesk Force.

The end of the long trek cene as a relief to men and overworksd
enimels, The battalion hed made neny pre-dewn to after-derk merches
up and down steep mounteins end on occssion hed weded in river beds
for hours at a time, felling in swift currents snd stumbling over
sherp rocks. lules had plunzed dewn stoep cliffs, pucks hed spilled
in bamboo clumpe end rivers end men suffering frow melcria end dysenw.
tery had had to keep going until they could be ermcusted by air.

ihe troops that arrived for the big fight at Loi Rang, 3urma,
were as rugied end inured to hardship as any americ:n troops heve
ever been -- and as resdy to tangle with the encny es any U.S. sol-
di-rs in history.

The site wes a "rice bowl", en epproximetely threc-mile long
rice paddy entirely surrounded by stesp hills., On the fer side of
the hills lay the febled Burma Roed which the Japs were using to
800d adventoge.. i tthail, troops end supplics,

On Jenuery 1d, 1945, the Second Battelion crossed the rice paddy,

after otherunits oceupied the nearsst bkill-tops, and reeched the
opposite side &t derk with every men wondering why the encmy had not
opened fire on them cs they strung out zeross the bere ficlds,

As soon es they begen to climbdb the steecp slopes to their object-
ive -- the crest of the kill -- the bettle wes joined. Jiftor & few
hours of slow edverces the sttack was ctlled off for thre night and
cxheusted nen lay down for unecsy sicep in hestily-dug holes border-
ing the nerroy pecth,

4t tbout 8 olcieck the folltowing morning & frosh attack wes begun
end the first men of the battelion geined the top of the hill where
they dug in for & period of hours. CJuccessive atteoks geve the Jmer-
icans possecssion of the most vital perts of the hill end positions
were dug for severel seeks' OcCunEncy.

During the following period Jepznese artillery fir: was devest-
atingly accurcte and concentruted snd all troops egrecd the "Vhist-
ling Willies" und 105's were the hardcst trials to Sear they hed yet
encountered. The ertillery fire cost the life of the commanding off-
icer, Lt.Col., Ben emin F, Thrailkill, of Missouls, dontznsa,

Later successive attacks completed the conquest of the hill and
the destroyed villege of Loi kang but by that time the bottelion had
long held pusitions which dorinated the Burms Roed, Intensive morter
firs, meckine gun vigilance end nightly petrols had mede use of the
highvay by Japernese iupossibdle. The Japs did not relinquish use of
the rozd until they hed lost seversl light tenks and trucks,

. Following final rout of the Jeperese from the entire eree, the
battalion moved back toward the ries peddy and the men renewed ac-
quanitencs with such deliguts as reguler meels, unbroken sleep, end
daily baths. From foxholes the soldiers moved to tents made of para-
chuts silk and ponchos and vegen & rest-canp life,

ifter ssverel weeks, the wmen boerded C-47's egein for the flight
over the Hump to Chine where the bettalion was attached to the Chinese
Combat Commend end given the job of helping trein Chinesc troops and
deronstrating Jmericen combst methods,

Lt, Col. Jokn E, Lattin, of lew Crleans, who succecded Lt. Col.
Thrailkill es commanding officer, wes rslieved of duty end sent beeck
to the-United Stetes under the rotation system end the post wes given
to Llajor Reuben L, Holden, of Cincinnati, who supervised in-sctivetion
ectivities in the bsttelion end essignuent of men to new jobs.

len of the Second Battelion won the right to weer two bronzc sters
(severel hundred could wear three) on their Lsiatic-Pacific Theater
ridbons s well as the combet infantrymen's bedge and the Sresidential

Unit Citstion, (Passad bv Lrmv Cansara)



